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A  certain  woman  was  once  asked  to 
prepare  a  paper  on  “Child  Culture.” 
She  replied  that  she  was  too  busy 
raising  children  to  write  about  it.  The 
same  woman  is  now  asked  to  give  some 
ideas  on  cooperation  in  mission  educational 
work.  She  can  truthfully  say  at  the  present 
time  that  she  is  too  strenuously  engaged 
in  cooperative  educational  work  to  put  her 
ideas  upon  paper.  But  Horace  Greely  said 
that  the  way  to  resume  was  to  resume ,  and 
so  the  way  to  do  anything  is  just  to  do  it. 

We  all  know  more  or  less  of  what  has 
been  done  and  is  being  done  in  the  way  of 
cooperation  along  different  lines  of  mission 
activity  in  other  lands.  Each  knows  some- 
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thing  of  wliat  liis  own  church  is  doing 
towards  working  hand  in  hand  with  other 
denominations.  Some  of  us  may  know  not 
so  much  of  what  we  have  done  as  what  we 
have  not  done. 

We  live  in  an  age  of  cooperation.  It  is 
the  watchword  of  modern  civilization.  A 
man  can  live  unto  himself  and  die  unto 
himself  with  greater  difficulty  in  this  day 
and  age  of  the  world  than  he  could  in  the 
time  of  Paul.  The  butchers,  the  bakers, 
the  candle-stick  makers  cooperate.  Wre  have 
everything  from  a  cooperative  kitchen  to 
a  cooperatively  written  book,  and  common 
sense  suggests  that  we  apply  it  to  education¬ 
al  work  as  well  as  to  the  industries. 

In  Mexico  we  are  just  beginning  to  start 
to  prepare  to  commence  to  think  about  it. 
We  are  cooperating  and  uniting  in  a  rather 
feeble  way  along  some  lines,  but  every 
church  so  far  seems  to  feel  sufficient  unto 
herself  to  paddle  her  own  educational 
canoe,  Perhaps,  however,  we  do  not  always 
look  so  sufficient,  and  efficient ,  to  others, 
A  friend  from  the  United  States  who  visited 
Mexico  a  few  years  ago  said  that  if  he 
wanted  to  hit  hard  the  Presbyterian  and 
the  Southern  Methodists,  he  would  say 
that  the  trouble  was  that  they  were  spread 
out  about  as  thin  as  they  could  be;  that  if 
both  churches  would  put  all  their  educa¬ 
tional  work  into  one  good  school  each 
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mission  might  have  something  worth  while. 
We  will  soon  have  a  union  hymn-book  in 
which  wives  as  well  have  cooperated  by 
sitting  up  late  waiting  for  their  husbands 
to  come  home  from  committee  meetings,  if 
in  no  more  notable  way.  Negotiatione  are 
pending  for  a  more  united  Printing  Press. 
Our  own  Presbyterian  Church  is  gradually 
drawing  nearer  together  and  the  day  is 
surely  coming  when  all  of  us  Presbyterian 
sheep  shall  be  in  one  fold.  There  are  no 
longer  Cumberlanders  in  name,  and  the 
Northern  and  Southern  Church  are  working 
as  one  in  the  Presbyteries.  Many  of  us 
are  more  than  willing  to  concede  so  minor 
a  point  as  singing  of  psalms,  . to  reform  so 
far  as  in  us  lies,  and  become  associated 
with  the  Associated  Reformed  Presbyterians 
in  educational  and  all  mission  work  in 
Mexico.  The  Bible  Society  is  another  line 
along  which  we  are  all  cooperating.  The 
world  over,  there  is  no  sphere  of  mission 
work  in  which  the  value  of  working  toge¬ 
ther  has  been  more  thoroughly  tested  and 
appreciated  than  in  the  translation,  publi¬ 
cation  and  distribution  of  the  Bible.  The 
Bible  Revision  Committee,  now  at  work  in 
Spain,  shows  cooperation,  and  for  once 
Mexico  is  in  it.  Our  Union  Evangelical 
Church  in  Mexico  City  proves  that  in  union 
is  strength,  and  may  the  day  soon  come 
when  God  will  show  clearly  to  some  more 
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of  us  that  in  more  union  lies  still  greater 
strength.  The  Y  M.  C.  A.  is  another  mag¬ 
nificent  cooperative  institution.  The  Ame¬ 
rican  School  and  the  American  Hospital 
are  also  dear  to  our  hearts,  but  with  which, 
so  far,  we  are  cooperating  as  individuals 
only,  and  not  as  missions.  This  Christian 
Worker’s  Meeting  is  a  living  example  of 
cooperation.  These  illustrations  of  coope¬ 
ration  along  different  lines  are  merely  given 
to  cheer  our  fainting  hearts,  for  when  we 
come  to  our  achievements  in  cooperative 
educational  work  in  Mexico  in  comparison 
with  what  has  been  done  in  other  lands 
the  outlook  is  pretty  blue. 

The  University  of  Nanking  shows  wliat 
can  be  done  in  China,  and  it  is  only  one  of 
four  or  five  similar  federated  movements 
in  actual  operation  in  the  Newr  Republic. 
At  Hangchow7,  Chentu,  Weishien  and 
Peking,  also,  are  being  demonstrated  the 
advantages  of  Union  Educational  Work. 
Nanki og  University  is  an  example  of  coo¬ 
peration  on  the  part  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  the  Presbyterian,  North,  and 
the  Disciples  of  Christ.  It  has  a  Board  of 
Trustees  in  the  United  States  and  a  Board 
of  Managers  in  China.  So  far,  the  Univer¬ 
sity  has  developed  a  preparatory  and 
college  course  and  is  now  organizing  a 
teachers’  training  school.  The  China  Med¬ 
ical  School,  which  is  a  union  of  seven  mis- 
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sions,  and  the  Union  Bible  School  a  union 
of  /remissions, with  seven  others  associated, 
are  affiliated  with  the  Medical  and  Theolog¬ 
ical  Departments.  Best  of  all,  a  complete 
coordination  of  all  primary  and  secondary 
education  is  being  affected  under  the  sup  - 
ervision  and  direction  of  the  University. 
President  Bowen  has  twelve  graduates  of 
American  institutions  associated  with  him 
in  the  preparatory  and  college  work.  Dr. 
Garritt  has  four  University  men  with  a  fine 
command  of  Chinese  associated  with  him 
in  the  Bible  School.  Seven  men  trained 
in  leading  American  Medical  schools  are  to 
engage  in  the  wrork  of  the  Medical  College. 
Thirty  Chinese  teachers  are  on  the  staff  of 
the  University,  one  of  whom  is  an  able 
writer,  and  the  other,  Rev.  Ding-Ui-wei, 
is"  the  great  revivalist  of  China.  Some  of 
the  highest  officials  are  found  in  the  student 
body,  as  well  as  worthy  sons  of  poorer 
Christians.  Students  apply  early,  and  are 
ready  to  pay  more  tuition  than  is  required 
in  the  Government  schools.  The  Univer¬ 
sity  owns  43  acres  of  land  in  the  heart  of 
Nanking,  and  so  far  they  have  three  dormi¬ 
tories,  three  lecture  halls,  a  science  hall, 
a  Y.  M.  C.  A.  building  and  chapel,  and 
eight  residences  for  foreign'professors.  The 
union  has  been  marked  by  increased  ef¬ 
ficiency  in  all  departments,  and  by  greater 
harmony  than  was  possible  in  any  one  of 
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tlie  several  units.  Seventy  five  percent  of 
the  students  are  Chrtisian,  and  a  volunteer 
band  of  seventy  of  the  best  students  lias 
been  organized  for  the  purpose  of  winning 
their  fellows  to  Christ.  The  people  and 
officials  in  Nanking  heartily  support  the 
University  and  the  viceroys  attend  gradua¬ 
tion  and  other  public  exircises,  In  speaking 
of  the  University,  Mr.  John  R.  Mott  S3vs 
something  so  true  of  Christian  education 
in  Mexico  that  here  it  is  verbatim;  “The 
greatest  opportunity  of  the  Christian  Church 
is  that  presented  by  China.  The  key  to  the 
wisest  improvement  of  that  opportunity  is 
Christian  education.  The  educational  task 
before  the  Church  is  so  vast  and  difficult 
that  it  can  only  be  accomplished  by  a 
practical  plan  of  cooptratio?i  on  the  part  of 
the  various  Christian  bodies  working  in 
that  country.” 

Japan,  perhaps  more  than  any  other 
country,  is  exhibiting  a  unity  and  oneness 
of  purpose  which  is  remarkable.  It  is  said 
that  the  missionaries  in  Japan  are  coming 
to  know  each  other  more  and  more,  not  as 
Methodists  or  Baptists,  Congregationalists 
or  Presbyterians,  but  as  co-workers  in 
winuing  Japan  for  Christ.  A  committee 
has  been  at  work  for  several  years  investi¬ 
gating  conditions  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 
While  different  ‘sections  are  definitely 
assigned  to  different  missions,  if  it  is  found 
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j-kat  they  are  not  succeeding  as  they  should, 
the  committee  may  assign  other  missions 
to  help  in  the  work.  Plans  are  on  foot  for 
a  school  for  foreign  children,  and  to  build 
a  Chri-tian  University  at  Tokio.  This 
union  effort  to  build  up  a  Christian  Univer¬ 
sity  is  considered  imperative  because  the 
applications  for  entrance  to  the  Universities 
in  Tokio  are  greater  than  the  capacity  of 
the  school,  and  the  school  officials  ^are 
inclined  to  discriminate  against  those 
applicants  who  have  come  from  mission 
schools. The  fact  that  graluates  from  mission 
schools  can  enter  a  University  equal  to  that 
which  is  under  Government  control  will 
give  such  a  University  a  wide  influence  as 
an  evangelizing  force. 

India,  also  furnishes  some  notable  exam¬ 
ples  of  cooperation  in  Christian  education. 
The  Church  Missionary  Society  has  worked 
happily  together  for  thirty- four  years  with 
the  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  (now  the 
United  Free  Church),  and  the  Wesleyan 
Missionary  Society,  in  making  the  Madras 
Christian  College  the  leading  academic 
institution  of  southern  India.  The  Church 
of  Scotland  has  now  added  a  substantial 
contribution  of  men  and  money  to  the 
College,  In  Calcutta  four  missions,  inclu¬ 
ding  the  Diocesan  Mission,  unite  in  car¬ 
rying  on  the  United  Missionary  Training 
College  for  Women.  The  cooperation  of 
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the  Erglitli  Baptist  Mission  with  the 
Combridge  Mission  is  even  more  notable, 
considering  the  difference  in  ecclesiastical 
standpoint  A  Union  Theological  Seminary 
is  being  proposed  for  even  Turkey. 

Now  all  this  talk  is  simply  to  lead  us  gently 
home  to  Mexico.  We  have  seen  a  glimmer 
of  the  spirit  of  cooperation  along  some  lines 
but  in  our  educational  work  is  there  a  single 
spark?  Have  we  done  anything?  Absolute¬ 
ly  nothing!  Can  we  do  anything?  Much, 
if  we  will  absolutely  forget  that  we  are 
shouting  Methodists,  blue  Presbyterians, 
starched  Episcopalians,  or  close  communion 
Baptists.  We  cannot  unite  on  much  of 
anything  if  we  are  too  finicky  over  details. 
Do  our  Mexican  people  care  what  name  we 
bare  other  than  that  of  “Evangelicos?”  Do 
they  really  care  whether  we  are  sprink'.ed 
or  immersed,  whether  we  hale  from  the 
North  or  from  the  South,  from  New  Guinea, 
or  the  Fijis;  does  our  Mast.-r  Himself,  care 
so  very  much  ab^ut  these  liair-splitdng  de¬ 
tails,  if  we  but  teach  and  live  His  message? 
We  must  all  admit  that  there  may  be  diffi¬ 
culties  in  the  way  of  cooperation,  but  if 
anyone  can  deny  the  need  let  him,  or  her, 
rise  to  his  feet.  Perhaps  there  are  some  real 
practical  difficulties,  such  as  a  diversity  of 
views  among  us  as  to  the  ends  to  be  secured, 
and  the  standards  to  be  aimed  at.  Our  edu¬ 
cational  ideals  and  methods  may  not  always 
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easily  be  reconciled.  Oar  difference  cf 
doctrinal  views  may  be  a  cause  of  friction. 
Oar  boards  at  home  may  not  have  the  coo¬ 
perative  spirit  hovering  very  near.  One 
mission  may  feel  amply  strong  and  entirely’ 
self-sufficient  to  run  its  own  educational 
institutions.  Probably  most  of  us  have  seen 
the  self-sufficient  educator,  — he  who  has 
nothing  to  learn  from  Government  schools, 
from  older  fellow  missionaries  or  Mexican 
co-laborers.  Have  we  not  all  at  some  time 
or  other  boiled  internally,  (of  course  never 
externally,)  at  the  lack  of  cooperation  on  the 
part  of  a  new,  green,  and  raw  missionary 
recruit  with  his  older  and  wiser  brothers? 
Our  educational  barque,  indeed  the  whole 
mission  ship,  would  be  sailing  on  higher 
seas  of  prosperity’  today,  if  always  all  of  us 
had  ever  cooperated  with  each  other,  and 
had  at  least  conferred  with  our  Mexican 
fellow  wo  kers  who  understand  their  own 
country  and  people  in  a  way  that  we  as 
foreigners  never  can  hope  to  do. 

A  little  consecrated  com  mon  sense  and  some 
sweet  sunny’  dispositions  will  clear  away  most 
of  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of  cooperating  with 
others.  There  is  a  deep  conviction  in  every’ 
one  of  us,  if  we  will  look  straight  into  our 
hearts,  that  cooperation  is  essentiality  right. 
Dou  not  the  best  within  us  call  for  coopera¬ 
tion,  while  the  considerations  which  keep 
us  apart  are  of  a  lower  order?  What  effi- 
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ciency  we  might  attain  by  combining  men 
and  funds  and  real  estate!  Many  of  us  are 
old  friends  with  all  the  confidence  in  the 
world  in  each  other,  and  in  Mexico,  an.d 
as  a  basis  for  cooperation  we  would  have 
mutual  love,  honor  and  esteem. 

Let  us  begin  this  veryminuteby  planning 
for. — what  do  you  think?  A  Union  Theolo¬ 
gical  Seminary  for  Mexico!  Some  of  us 
may  think  that  cooperative  theological 
training  is  most  difficult  of  all,  involving  as 
it  does,  cooperation  in  teaching  by  those 
among  whom  there  exists  doctrinal  differ¬ 
ences.  But  stop  a  moment  and  think  if  this 
difficulty  is  not  more  theoretical  than  prac¬ 
tical.  In  every  good  teacher,  (and  of  course 
we  would  not  have  a  bid  teacher  in  our 
theological  seminary,)  there  is  a  certain 
sense  of  responsabilitv  which  tends  to  a 
fairness  of  exposition  and  presentation  of 
doctrine  which  would  in  a  large  measure 
obviate  any  practical  disadvantage.  Instead 
of  men  like  Professors  Camara,  Mendoza 
and  Trevino,  Drs  Bassett,  Wallace  and  Plow- 
land  trying  to  teach  half  a  dozen  branches 
of  theology  to  little  isolated  circles  of  half 
a  dozen,  we  might  have  a  well  equipped, 
well  manned,  really  efficient  seminary  which 
would  stand  for  something  in  Mexico.  Think 
of  the  life-long  friendships  which  would  be 
formed  among  the  future  ministers  of  the 
church,  and  what  a  “boost”  towards  church 
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unity.  Think  of  the  conservation  of  ener¬ 
gy!  Instead  of  half  a  dozen  little  semina¬ 
ries  hardly  worthy  of  the  name,  there  should 
be  one  strong  institution  broad  enough  to 
admit  pupils  of  every  Protestant  denomina¬ 
tion  in  Mexico.  This  ought  to  b)  possible 
and  feasible  and  we  firmly  believe  that  it  is. 

Eoolc  at  some  of  our  theological  semina¬ 
ries  in  the  United  States.  They  were  found¬ 
ed  by  one  or  another  denomination,  but 
are  broad  and  catholic  enough  to  admit  pu¬ 
pils  of  other  denominations  without  any 
attempt  to  proselyte  them  or  render  them 
less  serviceable  to  their  own  churches.  If 
the  Reformed  Church  in  America,  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  of  England,  and  the  Uondon 
Mission  can  unite  in  a  theological  seminary 
in  Amoy,  China,  if  the  Uondon,  Arcot,  Uni¬ 
ted  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  Madura  and 
Wesleyan  Missions  are  expected  to  cooperate 
in  a  Union  Theological  School  in  Bengalore, 
zvhat  is  the  matter'  that  Methodists,  North 
and  South,  Baptists,  east  and  west,  Presby¬ 
terians,  reformed  and  unreformed,  Episco¬ 
palians,  high  and  low,  Disciples,  every  Pro« 
testant  denomination  cannot  cooperate  in  a 
Union  Theological  Seminary  in  Mexico? 

Our  Union  Seminary  will  offer  a  thoroughly 
evangelical  course  of  theological  study,  not 
less  than  three  years  in  length,  (four  would 
be  better),  for  college  graduates.  The  course 
should  include  all  the  range  of  studies  in  • 


the  best  seminaries,  and  ary  thing  especial’y 
helpful  to  pastors  in  Roman  Catholic 
countries  ought  to  be  included  in  the  curri¬ 
culum,  together  with  a  moderate  number 
of  electives.  The  course  would  be  entirely 
interdenominational,  and  open  to  any  man, 
(or  woman  if  there  should  be  such),  from 
all  religious  sects  and  denominations-  Pro¬ 
vision  might  be  made  for  a  special  chair  de¬ 
voted  to  the  study  of  all  branches  of  the 
Christian  Chcrch.  By  having  a  large  enough 
teaching  force,  and  by  cooperating,  the  se¬ 
minary  could  be  open  dming  the  whole 
year,  which  would  allow  preachers  and 
Christian  workers  to  improve  their  vacations 
for  such  work  as  would  meet  a  real  need. 
We  might  have  special  courses  of  training 
for  Sunday-school,  Social  Service  ard  Bible 
work,  and  give  an  opportunity  for  practical 
experience  along  all  lines  of  church  work. 
Of  course,  most  of  these  ideas  are  cribbed 
from  my  husband,  for  what  is  a  woman 
supposed  to  know  about  a  Union  Seminary, 
but  they  are  certainly  ideas  worthy  of  dis¬ 
cussion,  from  whence,  from  where  or  whither 
they  come.  The  Syrian  Presbyterian  Mission 
has  announced  the  reorganization  of  its 

theological  seminary  at  Beirut  on  an  inter¬ 
denominational  basis.  A  new  building  is  to 
be  erected,  and  the  Syrian  Protestant  College 
has  promised  to  cooperate  just  as  our  Mexi¬ 
can  colleges  would  doubtless  cooperate  with 
our  Union  Seminary. 
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No  scheme  of  cooperation  is  possible 
without  individual  sacrifice,  and  a  whole  lot 
of  us  need  a  deluge  of  the  wisdom  which 
cometli  from  above  before  wre  can  lay  the 
corner  stone  of  our  seminary.  We  will  have 
to  have  a  largeness  of  vision  to  see  things 
in  their  true  proportions,  and  sometimes  to 
see  ourselves  as  others  see  us.  We  need  a 
burning  enthusiasm  for  the  advancement  of 
the  kingdom  of  God  right  here  in  Mexico, 
an  enthusiasm  so  brightly  burning  that  it 
will  not  allow  local  and  temporary  incon¬ 
veniences  to  block  the  way  when  the  call 
comes  to  cooperate.  Fifty  years  hence  we 
will  not  be  here  to  cooperate-or  to  hang 
back-but  our  schools  will  be  here  we  hope, 
though  it  may  depend  upon  how  we  build 
now  how  long  they  will  survive  us.  Let 
us  take  a  big  step,  a  stride ,  towards  coope¬ 
ration  this  very  night,  and  never  retrace  it. 

Let  our  cooperation  be  continuous, organized 
and  effective.  L  t  every  mission  in  every  state 
in  Mexico  from  Nuevo  Leon,  to  Yucatan 
speek  with  a  united  voice  upon  all  questions 
affacting  the  interests  of  the  Mexican  nation 
in  respect  to  education.  To  make  our  coo¬ 
perative  policy  effective  and  valuable  we 
must  conduct  it  on  lines  other  than  secta¬ 
rian.  A  big  and  broad  view  of  the  highest 
interests  cf  the  Mexican  people  must  ever 
be  maintained.  We  cannot  cooperate  if  we 
push  our  little  missionary  claims  in  a  narrow 
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and  calculating  spirit.  The  whole  question 
needs  to  be  viewed  from  the  top  of  Popocate 
petl,  andfrom  the  standpoint  of  the  welfare 
of  this  nation,  if  Christian  education  is  to  fulfil 
its  mission  in  beautiful  Old  Mexico,  and 
especially  in  this  critical  period  through 
which  the  country  is  now  passing.  We 
will  have  to  stop  a  moment  in  the  midst  of 
wars  and  lumors  of  wars  and  make  a  defi¬ 
nite  effort  to  think  out  the  relation  of  our 
mission  system  of  education  to  the  whole 
educational  problem;  to  try  and  develop  a 
clear  and  strong  policy  to  give  unity  to  the 
educational  work  of  Christian  Missions, 
More  essential  than  funds,  or  men,  or  women 
is  effective  cooperation ,  at  this  stage  of  the 
game.  Brethren  and  “sistern,”  let  us 
cooperate,  not  co  wait  on  the  “other  fellow’  ’ 
any  longer.  With  memories  cf  the  Edin¬ 
burgh  Conferences  till  sweet  and  fresh,  the 
advantages  of  cooperation  need  no  advo¬ 
cate  in  more  than  one  mind  here  tonight. 

At  the  close  of  that  wonderful  Conference 
one  felt  able  and  willing  to  cooperate  with 
a  saw-horse,  a  monastery,  or  the  crankiest 
brother  missionary  on  the  face  of  the  globe. 
Eet  us  secure  a  greater  measure  of  coordi 
nation,  cooperation  and  unity  in  our  educa¬ 
tional  work  in  Mexico  or  die  in  the  attempt, 

Christian  Workers  Meeting ,  Posadas , 
October ,  1912.  San  Angel ,  Mexico ,  D.  F. 

Mary  McQuat  Wat.t.acr. 


